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Siena College once again provided the venue for one of the most exciting nights on 
the St. Francis Xavier Haitian Orphanage Foundation’s calendar. The second edition 
of Host for Haiti took place at Siena’s New Hall on Saturday October 18th and 
raised over $35,000.

This year’s theme was “Hear My Voice, Tell My Story.” The voices of the eighteen 
children could be heard throughout the night. Whether in conversation with 
Orphanage Director, Esperandeiu Cenat or watching the singing and dancing of the 
children played on the large screen, guests of the event could almost feel the children in 
the room. Aiding to this experience were ginormous “fatheads” of the children which 
lined the room and a performance by the St. Pius X third and fourth grade choir.

The night begun with a cocktail reception at Siena College which provided 
appetizers and beverages. The reception included speeches from Cenat, Siena 
Chief of Staff Father Ken Paulli and Foundation Vice President John Hayes. The 
Foundation also celebrated the kick-off of the Sponsor-a-Child Program which 
generated a lot of excitement around this new opportunity to connect with the 
children of the Orphanage on a more personal level.

After the reception, guests attended dinners at their host homes. Over twenty 
different homes throughout the Capital Region participated this year. The 
Foundation greatly appreciates the generosity of these host families, Siena College 
and it’s many sponsors for making Host for Haiti a great success.

Host for Haiti
Hear my voice, Tell my story.

St. Pius X Choir singing at Host For Haiti kickoff  at Siena College.

Thank You
You’ve Made a Difference

Thanks to the generosity of  our 
supporters, the children of  St. 
Francis Xavier Haitian Orphanage 
have had a year of  food, shelter, 
education, love and hope. For fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2014 87% 
of  the total expenditures were for 
direct support of  the Orphanage 
in Haiti. 10% of  the expenditures 
were for fundraising, including 
travel for Cenat, newsletter, pancake 
breakfast, and Host for Hait. 
3% of  the expenditures were for 
administration which include wire 
transfer fees, postage and office 
supplies. The Foundation places 
the highest priority on responsible 
financial management.

87%
Direct Support

Fundraising 10%
Administration 3%
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Temple Students at SFXHO in March 2014.

Bake sale volunteers during Change For Change counting.

President’s 
Message
It’s a privilege and honor to take 
over the role of  President of  the 
Foundation. Fran Bouchard provided 
inspired leadership, a steady hand 
and unwavering commitment to the 
Foundation over the last 2 years, 
and on behalf  of  the St. Francis 
Xavier (SFX) community I would like 
to thank Fran for all his efforts. 

On Fran’s watch, we have 
significantly improved the 
governance of  SFX. We expanded 
the Board and the committee 
structure, adding a focus on 
building/grounds led by Frank 
Woods, Education/Health led by 
pediatrician Dr. Katie Giombetti, 
and Complimentary Partners (like 
Catholic Relief  Services), led by 
Fran. Perhaps most significant, we 
encouraged orphanage director 
Cenat to form a Haiti-based Board, 
which has already begun to provide 
crucial insights and assistance on 
a range of  topics. 

2015 will be an exciting year. 
We plan to commence a capital 
campaign, buy land, build more 
satisfactory facilities and further 
focus on the education and training 
of  the children in our care. 

We’re also gratified by the 
continuing strong support from 
you, our partners, without whom all 
this would not be possible: the St 
Pius X Community, Siena College, 
Temple University Project Haiti, 
corporate sponsors, and many 
others. Thank you for all you do.

Respectfully,

James Nicol 
President 
St. Francis Xavier  
Haitian Orphanage 
Foundation

Change

FO
R Change

Our 4th Annual Change for Change 
Fundraiser will be underway beginning in 
February. Last year, several hundred coin 
containers were distributed to individuals, 
families, schools, churches and businesses. 

The statistic that the average Haitian family lives on less than $2 a day certainly 
adds importance to every cent dropped into the containers. Overall, our coin 
drive raised over $30,000 in support of the orphanage. This year, we are hoping 
to have the same amazing turn out collecting "change" for "change". If you know 
of a business, school or organization that would like to participate in our coin 
drive, please contact Gayle Bouchard at gayleb436@gmail.com.

Temple University’s Project Haiti
Temple Project Haiti is a student run organization at Temple University that 
fundraises for the orphanage and visits each year to create lasting relationships 
and improve the overall quality of life for the children they have come to love. 
They were the first group of college students to visit the orphanage and this 
coming March of 2015 will be their fourth trip. Last year their fundraising 
efforts were able to build a new kitchen with a concrete floor, reducing the risk of 
food borne illness. This year, they are starting a skill building initiative called the 
Chicken Project, through which the children will learn to raise and sell chickens.

This will not only provide practical skills but hopes to empower them to work 
together outside of the classroom. Project Haiti is looking to raise $5,000 this year.

Please learn more about them and how you can help at: 
www.indiegogo.com/projects/the-chicken-project--2



It is with great pleasure that we are announcing the launch of our new Sponsor A Child program.  
This program is an opportunity for you to provide a child from the St. Francis Xavier Haitian Orphanage with education, 
quality healthcare and nutritious meals for one full year. You can sponsor a child on your own, partner with one other person, 
or join a team of four. If you do not have a partner or team, we would be happy to match you with other area benefactors. Your 
support, both spiritually and financially, will help your sponsored child achieve his/her fullest potential. Be the reason a child 
trying to survive in one of the most challenging environments learns to thrive. 

If  you are interested in learning more about the SFXHO Sponsor A Child program, please visit our website  
at www.sfxhaiti.org and click on “Sponsorship” or contact Jennifer Hayes at sfxhosponsor@gmail.com.  

parochial 
education

transportation

nutritious 
food

clean 
water

security
healthcare

clothing

an opportunity to be part of  a 
nurturing, faith based community

By sponsoring a child you are providing 100% for his/her needs.  
Your generosity will enable your sponsored child to receive:

It currently costs approximately $300 to sustain each child each month. Your support, both 
spiritually and financially, will help your sponsored child achieve his/her fullest potential. 

Be the reason a child trying to survive in one of  
the most challenging environments learns to thrive!

DID
YOU 

KNOW?
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